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Sir Ian Hamilton might lend you a hand. He is an un-official
general. I cannot think of anybody else likely to be useful.
To have circulated a petition at that V.C. dinner some months
ago, & got them all to have signed it, would have been the right
thing.
'Courage & chivalry' attached to mel Do remember how
lately I was burned in effigy on Tower Hill i1 you must be careful,
or they will burn you too. Now if the Die-hards had burned me
I should only have laughed.
This is written in a hurry, between duties, so excuse its
scrappiness. I'll write to you again soon. Life is smooth, &
not bad. Yours                                                          T E SHAW.
409:   TO   ERNEST   THURTLE
I3AW30
Dear Thurtle, The way I have it is
'I have run too far and too fast under fire (though never fast
enough to suit me at the time) to dare throw a stone at the
fearfullest creature. You see, I might hit myself in the eye.'*
And I should introduce it neatly by saying Col. L. on his
return from Arabia said (neat introduction of the word 'Arabia'
to distinguish which Colonel L, without the pseudo-title of
L. of A.)
My position should be the same as Ian Hamilton's: but I've
had the luck of an interim in civil life. Yours             T E SHAW
4IO:   TO   JOHN   BUCHAN
21/3/30                                                          Mount Batten, Plymouth
Dear J.B., This is disastrous. A day or two ago I got a letter
from St Andrews, asking if I'd take a Doctor of Laws in May
next. I naturally concluded it was a student leg-pull, and sent it
cheerfully back to the address given, saying that it was no go.
How could I be expected to imagine it was serious?
1 At a Socialist meeting, when Lawrence was the Arch-Spy of Imperialism.
a See letter No, 387.